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Orchids

With 1,973 hectares of forests at altitudes oscillating from 730 to 2,418
meters above sea level, Monteristo National Park is located in the municipality
of Metapan in the department of Santa Ana. The Park contains a great
variety of natural vegetation, ranging from deciduous tropical forest at lower
altitudes and pine-oak forests at middle altitudes to a precious cloud forest
at the top—suitable habitat for one of the most celebrated and beautiful
plant families, the Orchids. More than 198 species representing 72 genera
of the Orchidaceae adorn Montecristo National Park.

Species of special interest include the rare Rosioglossum schlieperianum
(found only in Montecristo National Park in El Salvador), the beautiful tri-
colored Prosthechea barssavolae and Lycaste x smeeana* (locally known
as the Pink Nun). It is common to find species of Epidendrum, yellow
Lycaste, yellow-brown Oncidium and the popular Sobralias that produces
beautiful but ephemeral blooms, lasting sometimes only a few hours. Other
attractive species include the miniatures such as Pleurothallis, Specklinia
and Lepanthes with unusual and intricate shapes reflecting their complex
pollinization mechanisms.

The following guide illustrates some of the most interesting orchids of
Montecristo National Park, grouped according to their colors for easy
identification. Each species includes a symbol representing the habitat
where it is most commonly found and months of florescence. Enjoy!

Legend:
Habitat [A)] Habitat
Scientific name Semi-deciduous [ A] 730-900 msnm
Common name tropical forest
Florescence period -
ine- 900-1900 msnm
Photographer Pine-oak forest [
“Scientific names with the genera and species united Cloud forest 1900-2418 msnm

by an “x" indicate natural hybrids; these organisms
are considered unique species.
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