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Mammals of Montecristo National Park

Montecristo National Park is home to 74 mammal species, approximately
53% of the species reported for all of El Salvador. The park itself contains
1,973 hectares and together with bordering natural areas in Guatemala
and Honduras it forms part of the Montecristo Forest Key Biodiversity
Area (KBA) of 17,193 hectares. This large extension of natural areas
and altitudes, ranging from 730 to 2,418 meters above sea level, forms
an important refuge and corridor for mammals in El Salvador.

Many of the terrestrial mammal species found throughout El Salvador
are present in Montecristo National Park, such as rabbits (Sylvilagus
floridanus), armadillos (Dasypus novemcinctus), skunks and raccoons
(Procyon lotor). At least 26 species of bats are believed to exist within
the park, including the Greater Sac-winged Bat (Saccopteryx bilineata),
Salvin’s Big-eyed Bat (Chiroderma salvini) and the Hairy-legged
Myotis (Myotis keaysi).

In addition the park is a refuge to species that are becoming scarcer
throughout the country. There are populations of peccaries (Tayassu
tajacu) and anteaters (Tamandua mexicana). The largest herbivores
include the White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus) and the
nationally endangered Red Brocket Deer (Mazama temama).
Marsupial representatives, such as the Mexican Mouse Opossum
(Marmosa mexicana) and the Gray Four-eyed Opossum (Philander
opossum) have been reported in Montecristo National Park. Carnivores
include the Gray Fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus), the Greater Grison
(Galictis vittata), the Long-tailed Weasel (Mustela frenata), the
Tayra (Eira barbara), and felines such as the Margay Cat (Leopardus
wiedii), the Jaguarundi (Puma yagouaroundi) and the elusive Mountain
Lion (Puma concolor).

This guide contains illustrations of 34 of the most representative species
of mammals reported for Montecristo National Park. The species are
arranged by families and identified by their scientific names as well as
their Spanish and English common names. The habitats in which the
species are commonly found are denoted by a mountain symbol, and
general species” sizes are given. The national status is also provided:
(P) endangered, (A) threatened and (E) endemic, probably restricted
to Montecristo National Park. Species not labeled with one of these
letters are considered to be of least concern. Good luck and enjoy!

Legend:
Habitat
Haviat [ Semi-deciduous @ 730-900 msnm
Common name tropical forest
Scientific name

Pine-oak forest V;‘ 9001900 msnm

Size: mm (snout-vent)

Conservation Status : P, A,E 514, forest @ 19002418 msnm






