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Flowers and [Frufts

With over 1,973 hectares of forests at altitudes oscillating from 730 to
2,418 meters above sea level, Montecristo National Park is located in the
municipality of Metapan in the department of Santa Ana. The Park contains
a great variety of natural vegetation, ranging from semi-deciduous
tropical forest at lower altitudes and pine-oak forests at middle
altitudes to cloud forest at the top.

Montecristo National Park is believed to be home to over 2,000 plant
species, including at least 14 species new to science and three species
considered globally threatened (Aegiphila panamensis, Lonchocarpus
santarosanus and Dalbergia retusa).

There are inconspicuous grasses and sedges, amazingly colorful orchids
as well as stands of century-old oaks, pines and liquidambar. There
are also exotic species amply naturalized within the community such
as bamboo and Japanese flowering crabapples. The following guide
illustrates some of the most interesting flowering plants of Montecristo
National Park, grouped according to their colors for easy identification.
Each species includes a symbol representing the habitat where it is
most commonly found and months of florescence. Enjoy!
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*Scientific names with the genera and species united
by an “x” indicate natural hybrids; these organisms
are considered unique species.
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