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Guide to the Birds of Montecristo National Park

With 1,973 hectares of forests at altitudes between 730 to 2,418 meters
above sea level, Montecristo National Park contains a great variety of
natural vegetation, ranging from semi-deciduous tropical forest at
lower altitudes and pine-oak forest at middle altitudes to cloud forest
atthe top. Each of these habitats is a home for different bird communities
and collectively they have permitted Montecristo National Park to be
recognized as an Important Bird Area (IBA). The park is also one of
the best sites in the country for bird watching.

More than 260 species have been registered in the park, approximately
45% of the species reported for the entire country. At least 13 species
are restricted to the park; five of which are exclusively found in the cloud
forest. The park is home to 15 of the 18 indicator bird species for the
Central American Highlands biome. Some of its more spectacular
residents include the Quetzal (Pharomachrus mocinno), the Blue-
throated Motmot (Aspatha gularis) and the Collared Trogon (Trogon
collaris), and it is visited by migratory species such as the globally
threatened Golden-cheeked Warbler (Dendroica chrysoparia).

This guide contains illustrations of 243 bird species that occur regularly
in Montecristo National Park, including both resident (R) and migratory
(M) species. Other seasonality codes used include (1) uncertain, (V)
vagrant and (T) transient. Each species is grouped according to its
family and identified by its scientific name as well as its common names
in English and Spanish. The habitat in which the species can be
commonly found is denoted by a mountain symbol, species’ sizes are
given and conservation status (within El Salvador) is included: (P)
endangered, (A) threatened, and (E) probably restricted in El Salvador
to Montecristo National Park. Good luck and enjoy!

Legend:
Habitat  [A&] Habitat
C_Omn']on name Semi-deciduous El 730—900 msnm
Scientific name tropical forest
Conservation Status : P, A, E
Seasonality:R, I, M, V, T Pine-oak forest @ 900—1900 msnm

Size: cm (Beak-tail)

QFemale G'Male Cloud forest = 19002418 msnm






