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Amehibians and Reptiles

With 1,973 hectares of forests at altitudes between 730 and 2,418 meters above
sea level, Montecristo National Park, located in the municipality of Metapan in
the department of Santa Ana, contains a great variety of natural vegetation,
ranging from semi-deciduous tropical forest at lower altitudes and pine-oak
forests at middle altitudes to cloud forest at the top. Each of these habitats is
home to different communities of amphibians and reptiles. To date, 49 species
have been reported in the park (15 amphibians and 34 reptiles), approximately
37% of the species reported for the entire country. The presence of four
amphibian and two reptile species considered to be globally threatened or
endangered has contributed to the nomination of the Montecristo forest as a
Key Biodiversity Area (KBA).*

The lower semi-deciduous tropical forest (730-900 m) is home to many
species commonly found in similar habitats throughout El Salvador, such as
the Cane Toad (Rhinella marina), the Striped Basalisk (Basiliscus vittatus)
and the Boa constrictor. Climbing to the central area of the park, predominantly
covered with pine-oak forest (900-1900 m) you may find species such as the
Central American Rattlesnake (Crotalus simus) and the globally endangered
tree frog Ptychohyla salvadorensis. The cloud forest on the top of the park
(1900-2418 m) is home to a special community of amphibians and reptiles,
many of which are arboreal. These include the rare snake Geophis fulvoguttatus
as well as globally threatened species such as the Holy-mountain Salamander
(Bolitoglossa heiroreias), the tree frog Plectrohyla guatemalensis and the
elusive Montecristo Alligator Lizard (Abronia montecristoi), all restricted to
Montecristo National Park in El Salvador.

This guide contains illustrations of 49 species of amphibians and reptiles
reported for Montecristo National Park. Each species is grouped with its family
and identified by its scientific name as well as Spanish and English common
names when available. The habitat in which the species can be commonly
found is denoted by a mountain symbol, general species size are given and
national status is included: (P) endangered, (A) threatened and (E) restricted
to Montecristo National Park. Species not labeled with one of these letters are
considered to be of least concern. Good luck and enjoy!

Legend:

Common name Habitat Habitat

Scientific name Semi-deciduous VA‘ 730-900 msnm

Size: mm (snout-vent) tropical forest

Status: P, A,E

QFemale G'Male Pine-oak forest El 900-1900 msnm
Cloud forest [A]  1900-2418 msnm

*Globally threatened amphibians and reptiles reported for Montecristo National Park:

Amphibians: Bolitoglossa heiroreias, Incilius Reptiles: Abronia montecristoi and
ibarrai, Plectrohyla guatemalensis and Leptophis modestus.
Ptychohyla salvadorensis.






